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MODEL PAPER
English

CLASS 12

Time: 3 Hours Max. Marks: 100
General Instructions:

(1) This paper is divided in to three Sections — A, B and C All sections are compulsory.
(i1) Separate instructions are given will each section and question wherever necessary. Read

these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.
(ii1) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

Section “A” Reading SKkills

Read the given passage carefully and answer the questions given below it:
1. Archaeology is the scientific study of the remains of past human culture. Archaeologists
investigate the lines of early people by studying the objects those people left behind Such objects
include buildings, artwork, tools, bones and pottery Archaeologists may make exciting
discoveries such as a tomb filled with gold or the runs of a magnificent temple in the midst of a
jungle. However the discovery of a few stone tools or grains of hardened corn may reveal even
more about early people,
2. Archaeological research is the chief method available for learning about societies that
existed before the invention of writing abort 5,000 years ago. It also provides an important
supplement to our knowledge of ancient societies that left written records. In America,
archaeology is considered a branch of anthropology, the scientific study of humanity and human
culture. European archaeologists,however, think of their work as closely related to the field of
history. Archeology differs from history in that historians mainly study the lives of people as
recorded in written documents.
3. Archaeologists look for information about how, where, and when cultures developed.
Like other social scientists, they search for reasons why major changes have occurred in certain
cultures. Some archaeologists try to understand why ancient people stopped hunting and started
farming. Others develop theories about what caused people to build cities and to set up trade
routes. In addition, some archeologists look for reasons behind the fall of such early civilizations
as the Maya in Central America and the Romans in Europe.
4. Archaeologists examine any evidence that can help them explain how people lived in past
times. Such evidence ranges from the ruins of a large city to a few stone flakes left by someone
making a stone tool long ago.
5. The three basic kinds of archaeological evidence are artefacts, features and ecofacts.
Artefacts are objects that were made by people and can be moved without altering their
appearance. Artefacts include objects like arrowheads, pots and beads. Artefacts from a society
with a written history may also include clay tablets and other written records. Features Consist
mainly of houses, tombs, irrigation canal and other large structures built by ancient peoples.
Unlike artefacts, Features can not be separated from their surroundings without changing their
form. Eco facts reveal how ancient people responded to their surroundings. Example of ecofacts
include seeds and animal bones.
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6. Any place where archeological evidence is found is called an archeological site. To
understand the behaviour of the people who occupied a site, archaeologists must study the it
relationship among the artifact, features and ecofacts found these. For example, the discovery of
stone spearheads near the bones of an extinct kind of buffalo at a site in New Mexico showed
that early human beings had hunted buffalo in that area.
7. If objects are buried deep in the ground, their position in the earth also concerns
archaeologists. The scientists study the layers of soil and rocks in which objects are found to
understand the conditions that existed when the objects were placed there. In some places,
archaeologists find many levels of deposits called strata. The archaeological study of strata called
stratigraphy, developed from the study of rock layers in geology.
8. Archaeologists use special techniques and equipment to gather archaeological evidence
precisely and accurately. They also keep detailed records of their findings because much
archaeological research destroys the remains being studied. Locating sites is the first job of the
archaeologist. Sites may be above ground, underground or underwater. Some large sites are
located easily because they are clearly visible or can be traced from descriptions in ancient
stories or other historical records. Such sites include the pyramids of Egypt and the ancient city
of Athens in Greece.
9. Archaeologists use systematic methods to discover sites. The traditional way to find all
the sites in a region is through a foot survey. In this methods, archaeologists space themselves at
measured distances and walk in present directions. Each person looks at archaeological evidence
while walking forward. Scientific methods are used to help discover underground sites. Aerial
photography, for example, can reveal variations in vegetation that indicate the presence of
archaeological evidence.
10. Archaeologists describe, photograph and count the objects they find. They group the
objects according to type and location. Three steps are followed to interpret the evidence found.
They are classified, dating and evaluation.
Question — (A) 1- What do archaeologists do?

2- What is archaeological research ?

3- How does archaeology differ from history?

4- Describe the different Kinds of archaeological evidences studied by archaeologists? 2

N =N

5- What methods do archaeologists employ to discover archaeological sites? 2
(B) Find words in the above passage which convey similar meanings as the following: 1x3=3
1- A thing made by human workmanship (Para 5)
2- System of arranging in classes (Para 10)
3- Exactly (Para 8)
Question .2- Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:

How you can best improve your English depends on where you live and
particularly on whether or not you live in an English speaking community. If you hear English
spoken every day and mix freely with English speaking people, that is one of the whole an
advantage. On the other hand, it is often confusing to have the whole language, poured over you
at once. Ideally, a step by step course should accompany or lead up to this experience. It will also
help a great deal if you can easily get the sort of English books in which you are interested.
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To read a lot is essential. It is stupidity not to venture outside the examination ‘set books’
or the text books you have chosen for intensive study. Read as many books in English as you can
,not as a duty but for pleasure. Do not choose the most difficult books you find, with the idea
listing and learning as many new words as possible. Choose what is likely to interest you and be
sure in advance that it is not too hard. You should not have to be constantly looking up new
words in the dictionary, for that deadens interest and checks real learning. Look up a word here
and there but as a general policy try to push ahead, guessing what words mean from the context.
It is extensive and not intensive reading that normally helps you to go interested extra reading
and thereby improve your English. You should enjoy the feelings which extensive reading gives
of having some command of the language. As you read you will become more and more familiar
with words and sentence patterns you already know, understanding them better and better as you
meet them more and more contexts some of which may differ only slightly from others.

Some people say that we can not learn to speak a language better with the help of a book.
To believe this is to believe that the spoken language and the written language are quite different
things. This it not so. There is a very great deal in common between the two. In learning the
patterns and vocabulary of the written form we are learning to a considerable extent those of the
spoken form too. We are in fact, learning the language and not merely one form of the language.
(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it, using headings and
sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary (minimum 4) and a format
your consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to the passage. 5
(b) Write a summary of the above passage. 3

Section “B”’
Advanced writing Skills
You are setting up a showroom for garments. You need smart and trained staff to run the
showroom. Draft a suitable advertisement in not more than 50 words to be printed in
“The Times of India” for a walk-in interview for the various posts. 5
OR
Your friend is throwing a dance party to celebrate her success in the exams. Send a
formal reply regretting your inability to attend the same due to a prior engagement.
You are Ram, studying in Sun Public School, Haldwani (Nainital). Every year your
school celebrates the ‘World Health Day’ that falls on 7™ April, write a report for your
school newsletter in 100-125 words on how the day was celebrated this year. 10
OR
You are Krishna/Kritika Attempt a factual description of your school library in about
100-125 words. Mention its merits it is shortcomings and scope for improvement.
You are Lalit/Laxmi of Jai Narayan Public School Dehradun. You are selected by your
state to represent your state at the National Activities meet. Write a letter to your
Principal requesting him/her to grant you permission to attend the school one hour late
for a fortnight as you have to attend the athletics coaching. 10
OR
Write a letter to the Editor of the Indian Express, New Delhi, complaining about the
frequent breakdowns in the supply of electricity in your locality (Tilak Nagar)
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10.

I1.

Write in 200 words on the following topic:

“The Scene — an hour before the examination in front of the examination hall: 10
OR

“Games and sports should be made compulsory in schools: Do you agree? Write an

article in 150-200 words to be published in local daily?

Section “C” (Literature)
Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:
The little old house was out with a little new shed
In front at the edge of the road where the traffic sped,
A roadside stand that two pathetically pled,
It would not be fair to say for a dole of bread,
But for some of the money, the cash, whose flow supports.
The flower of cities from sinking and withering faint.

(a)  Why had a new shed put up by the occupants of the little old house? 1
(b)  Why does the poet refer to the roadside stand as ‘pathetic’? 1
(c)  What is the purpose of the shed? 1
(d)  What is the plea of the shed and its occupants? 1
OR

When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by.

The tigers in the panel that she made

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid.
(a) Why are Aunt Jennifer’s hands called terrified? 1
(b) What ordeals died she experience in her married life? 1
(c) Why will her tiger go on prancing proud and unafraid after her death? 2
Answer any three questions in 30-40 words each: 3x2=6

(a) Why has the mother been compared to the late winter’s moon?
(b) What should the Government do for the rural poor?
(c) What pleasure does a beautiful thing give us? Are beautiful things worth treasuring?
(d) What lessons can the earth teach us?
Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each: 5x2=10
(a) Why did Saheb say when the author asked him to go school?
(b) How many times did Dougals go down to the bottom of the pool?
(c) Why did the peddler not walk on the public high way?
(d)Who was Roland Barthes ? Why was he always frustrated?
(e) Does Sophie’s father believe her story?
Answer the following question in 125-150 words: 10
Discuss the medium you like best for an interview-print, radio or television in about
125-150 words.
OR
“The story ‘Rattrap’ is both entertaining and philosophical” discuss.
Answer the following question in 125-150 words: 7
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12.

Describe the great miracle which took place when the prince was only ten days old?

OR
How does JO want the story to end and why ?
Answer the following question in 30-40 words each: 4x2=8
(a) What does third level refer to?
(b) Who is the hero of the story ‘The tiger King’ ? How is he identified ?
(c) How does the writer indicate that Sadao’s father was a very traditional and
conventional man ?
(d) Who is Mr. Lamb? What sort of house does he live in ?
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